
First plans for an artwork called ‘Reeds’ by Rachel Wyld. 

KEEP IN TOUCH! 
If you’d like to be added to the distribution list for 
the offices or homes we’re building, please visit 
our temporary website to register for updates.
www.developmentoffsugarhouselane.com

We’re currently in discussions about a new 
name for the development. We’re also working 
on a new website that will be ready this autumn, 
so please bear with us. Our newsletter will be 
going digital soon. Please email us and register 
to get your electronic version.

info.uk@vastint.eu

VOICEBOX
For any queries relating to our site, please call our 
24-hour voicebox number. We will respond to 
all issues by the next working day. 
0800 023 9088

For security issues on site please call: 
07709 111 374 or 020 3301 2564

We asked artist Rachel Wyld how she came 
up with the idea of stencilling reeds onto the 
hoardings. 

“I wanted to create artwork which people 
walking along the tow path would recognise 
as local. I looked at the reed bed opposite and 
found images of the reeds. I also looked at the 
site’s print heritage and I made a stencil, so the 
reeds are part-painted, part-printed.

It’s important to me that the artwork blends 
into its surroundings rather than shouting; and 
that it’s still an artwork, so not imitating nature. 
I took colours from the surrounding buildings, 
grasses etc and created a mix of them.

MEET RACHEL
The other thing that struck me whilst first 
walking around was the water. It really makes 
the site unique and creates beautiful reflections 
and shapes. Taking the shapes from the water 
became a way to break up the reeds from being 
too intense. Hopefully it also makes reference 
to the idea the reeds are like a lost reflection on 
water, creating a moment of stillness and beauty 
in this amazing London location.”
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We’re doing all we can to reduce dust from site 
in this hot and dry weather. A water bowser 
patrols to dampen routes on site (see above) 
and our team cleans vehicles leaving site. 
(Shown below are Sukhwinder and Gurjeet.)

Rachel (right) 
at work and 
Cecilia (left) 
assisting. 

Rachel’s helpers; Amar and Cheema



With the support of:

Hunt’s Lane will serve 
as the new access route 
from early September.
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The dismantling of buildings on the High Street 
is expected to be completed by mid July.

Chimney 3 will be dismantled. The bricks will be 
cleaned and stored for rebuilding.

Drainage works will start on the road ready for 
new access in September. 

R1 concrete frame will be developed to second 
floor level. 

Pilling works will begin on R2.

Piling mat will be installed in R3.

Piling works will begin for new pedestrian 
bridge.

COMING UP IN JULY / AUGUST
NEQ utilities works will continue. The first frame 
will begin to appear. 

A new crane will be put up in July.

PROGRESS OVERVIEW
This newsletter covers the works taking place on 
site in July and August.

It’s exciting to see visible progress on site after 
such an extended preparation process replacing 
1.2 kilometres of river wall and remediating soils. 
Over the next two months, plots NEQ and R1 will 
continue to come out of the ground as the team 
moves from piling to putting in ground beams. 
These structures connect the piles just below 
ground level and provide a strong foundation 
for the buildings which are to come. Both plots 
will also show progress as the building frames 
are installed. 

As well as beginning R2, our most noticeable 
activity over the summer will be the raising 
of Sugar House Lane by a number of metres. 
These works are both a practical and logical 
reuse of remediated soils, as well as a means 
of introducing variation into the design of the 
public realm and interesting views across site.

PLOT MAP

THE HOUSE MILL
ARE YOU: 
• Looking to meet new people and develop 

new interests?
• Keen to improve your skills?
• Interested in the area’s rich heritage?

The House Mill Trust is a charity which runs 
entirely with a volunteer team. If you’ve got 
time to spare, why not volunteer with us? We’d 
love to hear from you, and offer a wide range of 
interesting roles. 

Contact Beverley
beverley.charters@housemill.org.uk
http://www.housemill.org.uk/

Voicebox: 
0800 023 9088

Security issues: 
07709 111 374 or 020 3301 2564

Please note the High Street 
entrance to Sugar House Lane 
will soon close until late 2018.
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District heating pipes are currently 
being installed on site. 


